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Dick or Harry who had a friend at court, were filled
with people whose qualifications enabled them to give
the best service to the country.

Roosevelt remained a member of the Civil Service
Commission until 1895; t^1611 he resigned and returned
to New York, where he became head of the city police.
He spent two years on this job, tilting at abuses and
following his practice of giving a " square deal " to all,
and then, in 1897, President McKinley made him
assistant-secretary of the navy.

Meanwhile, a bitter war was raging right on America's
front-door step. Of all the vast possessions which Spain
had once held in the New World, the islands of Cuba
and Porto Rico alone remained to her at this time. This
loss of territory was largely due to the fact that the
Spaniards were bad colonisers. They had thought only
of their own enrichment without regard to the welfare
of-the subject races, and for centuries the natives of
Cuba had suffered under Spanish tyranny and misrule.
This had led to frequent outbreaks and insurrections,
and in 1895, goaded to desperation by the cruelties of
the Spanish Governor-General Weyler, known as " the
butcher ", the Cubans rose in furious rebellion against
their oppressors.

Thereupon followed years of fierce guerrilla warfare
in which the mothers, wives, daughters and sisters of
the insurgents suffered as much at the hands of the
Spaniards as the fighting men. Still the Cubans fought
on, while people in the United States watched their
struggles with sympathy and loud condemnations of
their oppressors, but without giving them any tangible